The World Championships,
reborn - in the USA....

it has been a busy competition season
with club and national level events,
oplenty, ond several high profile
compefiions in Hungary, France,
Swizerland, Russia and Indonesia, to
name a few, some of which were
livestreamed around the world.

But this season, the cherry on the top
was the World Championships in USA.
Read more inside to leam what star-
spangled excitement went down In

Tennessaa,
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What a busy summer is was. Moving from two eGP stages in June (ltaly and Turkey), July saw the Kids ST
World Championships in Indonesia before, the Asian Nations Cup stage in Russia in August and the World
Championships in USA in September.

Mixed in with these were some great livestreamed events, allowing those of us at home to follow the action
tfrom the Kids ST Weorld Champs and international competitions in Pomaz, Hungary in July and Gauchex,
France in August. Engaging commentary allowed us fo know the competitiors and reclly become invested
in their successes.

And successes there were... many of them. World records were extended by those athletes who we already
know and respect greatly (including Raphael Malet's T?0 overall WR in June, and Siem Budding's T110 overall
WR in September). There were new names too: 15y old Malaysian athlete Muhammad Bin Muhamad Akmal
sat a new overall WR for the R234 at the Kids ST WC in June, and 15y old Kaisar Akhtar from Indonesia set o
new overall WR for the R235 at the World Champs in September.

As the season draws to a close in Europe, it continues with a packed calendar of events in USA and Asia.
Good luck to the athletes from the nine teams who will |rr|mir-|=_-r11'|:|r gu”"rer in Indonesia to compete in the
Asian Mations Cup. We look forward to sharing your stories and photos of the competition in the next
edition.

Pure grit and determination

At the World Championships an impromtu award was given to Laura Dettling, from Canada : Bodass...
We would like to apploud Loura’s focus and resilience, whilst suggesting “don't try this at home, folks!”

Lawra trained with top coach and athlete Anni Jauhlainen, in the run up fo the WC., lengthening her draw in
the process. There was insutficient time to replaoce all her
arrows before the WC. Laura got through Roid and Tower
without incident but in the excitement of Hunt track she
drew a little further on the long shot and the arrow ftip
came beyond the grip of her bow and she shot through the
flesh of the back of her hand. The arrow went straight
through, fletchings ond oll...! Yet she corried on... scoring
on 1 of the remaining 15 targets, including this jump shot,
and even hitting the inner kil zone of the offside shot!
During the walk section she called to officials to “please
radic ahead to the medics as she would be needing
attention at the finish. Laura - you are hard as nails!

We're pleased to report she is OK and now owns longer
CIMOWS.... © Sovi Mannikks




JUDGING UPDATE

& ONLINE LEARNING

Judginﬂ Updqht In:iahlu from Head Judgu Clnl:lriﬂh:l Oslecka

At the World Championship in the U.S., Gabriela Osiecka served
as Head Judge = a role that demands net enly precision and
authority, but alse empathy and leadership. Reflecting on the
event, Gabi shared her thoughts and experiences with us

When asked about the most memorable moment from the
championship, she tound it hard to choose just ona:

*It's haord fo point outl just one momenr fhat sftuck with me the
mosf. However, if | were to highlight a particularly positive one, |
think it would be witnessing Siem Budding from the Netherlands
the |HAA Overall World Record in
Tower 0. We were all cheering for him through each round, and

Il‘ilﬂ'f'llﬂh"'l‘::il an amazing rezult

we could see he wos shooting incredibly well. His genuine oy
olong with the reactions of the pecople around him, were truly
uplitting. Other competitors — in tact his rivals — came up to

congratu late him.”

She alse mentioned that, although she didnt witness It live
Wojtek Osiecki's record-breaking run in Raid 2-3-5 must have
carried the same spirit of excitement and respect. “Luckily, in
horsaback nrnh#r_y', :nmpnl’lfnr.': fr:;l'_:.- ':..llr.-p:.!rf' ang another, show
mutual respecf, and know how to appreciafe oufstanding

-::l-:_:l'ln::l|.-i::|"|'|i:.-r'?'5.'L

When talking obout her role as a judge, Gebi exploined her

qu -'Jlr'.-:__] r.'-h||u:.r.'l[.'-"|:.r.

“‘My philosophy of being a judge is bosed on
the idea that I'm of a competition to both
support and uphold standards. | do
e-.-er:..-'f.l'lmg | can to create the right conditions
for compefitors to perform effectively, while
also ensuring that the rules are followed.”

For Gabi, good judging is about balance
between fairness and
structure and empathy. “In my opinion, a

gcnn' main judge is o leader

ancouragement,

SOUITISO e l'l"llﬂ.-.'
demands the most from himself, cares for the
horses, communicates well, knows the rules,

and enforces them fairly.”

Her wards reflect the values that keep our sport growing
stronger: integrity, respect, and the shared goal of excellence —
bath an the field and behind the J.Jdﬂurlg lime,

L4 JUDGES

Anders Wredendal (Sweden) *
Elizabeth Tinnan [USA) *
Gabi Osiecka [Poland) *

Alan le Gall [France)

L3 JUDGES
Appointed since 10th July

Emmanuel de Peretti (France)

L2 (FULL) JUDGES
Appointed since 10th July

Deirdre Janse van Rensburg (SA)
Pawel Mika [Poland)

L2 (ST) JUDGES
Appointed since 10th July

Jenni Tommila (Finland)
Samsudin Mohd Baharun
(Malaysia)

* L4 judges on the Judging panel
List correct as of 28th Sotober "25
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IHAA World Championships - Tennessee, USA

19-21 September 2025 | Rising Glory Farm, Lewisburg, TN

Report by Marleen van der Schalie (MED)

Undeor the warm Seplember skios of Tennessas,
the 2025 IHAA World Championships brought
tegether nearly sixty horseback archers frem
twenty nations — a historic first since the IHAA's
memorandum of understanding with the FEL
Hosted ot Rising Glory Farm by Elizabeth
Gonzalez Tinnan and Chris Carlough of
Tennessee Valley Archery LLC, the event set new
benchmarks for arganization, horse welfare, and

sporting spirit.

Competitors, volunteers, and horse owners alike
travelled from all ocross the United States and
bu:,r:hnl:l_ tumning the farm Into a vibrant hub of
international comaraderie. Dozens of well-trained
American horses were paired with riders from all over
the worldd — a collaboration that mode so many
personal bests and even world records possible. The
sense of community was palpable; volunteers come
from every corner of the country, eager to help with
evarything from cocling down horses to ensuring each
run went smoothly. It was heartwarming to see so

many people come together for a shared passion.

Far ma, this cha mpln-nd'llp was the end of a much
longer journey — quite literally. | had begun my trip
in the wide-open londscopes of the Amercon
West, flying into Salt Lake City and driving a Jeep
Wrangler across several states. | recall getting lost
and Found again, r||:||ng harses in the mountains of
Big Hom Mational Park, where | tried homsebock
archery on local horses who took to It like naturals
The friends | made there even drove ol the way to
Tennessee to watch the competition — a full-circle
moment that made the week even more special

e oy o

Of course, | wasn't the only cne who tumed the
Werld Chump:nnrﬁ:pn nte an American adeenture
Maony compefitors used the opportunity to wisit
friends from the horsebock archery community,
travel through neighboring states, or explore the
country in their own unique ways. it added a spirit
of discovery and friendship that extended faor
I:le,n:lnd the competition itgelf




a3 COMPETITONS  (Uer//s

America felt vast beyond imagination — a land of
mountains, forests, and open skies. From there,
arriving in Mashville felt like stepping into a different
l.-'.-|:-r|d' Ihn i:q-unh:r (aal 751 =] l:w:lpi‘h:ll. ‘I:I,.I" n:l'l: 111:,f1'|'|m_ 4% 2= 4l
lights, and cowboy boots. Many competitors spent
evenings ftogether on Broadwaoy before the
competition began, listening to live bands and
soaking In the Western spirit, | recall laughing with
friends, old and new, as we explored the city — and
I'm certain mare than a few archers went home with
new boots ond hats as souvenirs.

Once the competition began, Rising Glory Farm came
alive, Beneath the heat of the southem sun, the arena
buzzed with energy — a festival atmosphere of
cheering teams, vendors, and horses being carefully
cooled and hydrated after each run. Volunteers stood
rwd:,r with buckets: of water and SpOnges ta kBEF‘
both riders and horses refreshed.

In the evenings, the community gathered again for
soclal events that perfectly coptured the friendly,
open spirit of horsebock archery. We visited Pickers
Creek Winery for live music ond doncing, and later
celebrated at Koser Brewery, whare laughter, games,
and stories camied late into the night. You could
always spot the horseback archers — we were the
ones lc--ping the dance floor alive,

Ir-l
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One of the most touching aspects of the event was

the generosity of American home owners, who
entrusted their horses to riders from across the world,
It's something that never stops feeling special — that
bond of trust between people and horses who may
have qﬁ|:r just mat, yat share the same |nngqul of
movement, focus, and respect.

| always find it incredible to meet so many familiar
faces from around the world again — friends, judges,
volunteers, boord members, and top aothletes alike.
What maokes this sport so unique is that it doesn't
matter if you're a world champion, an organizer, or,
like me, simply “trying my best’ — everyone shares the
same passion, side by side.

Tb‘-ﬂ |1r.'g| nF cqmqurl‘icm 1‘|‘1|5 year was 1ru|:,.- |r\-5pir|ng
The precision, speed, and connection between rider
ond horse were exceptional, showing how much the
sport continues to grow worldwide. Watching these
performances up close wos a priviege — and

mictivation fo lma-p IMproving

After o week of heat, dust, |oughter, and
unforgettable
championship was about far more than results. |t was
a celabration of i:n:lr'r1r'|'|un|f].'I -:I-I-:Iii:l:lfi-:m_ and sharad

momants, it was elear this

love for the horses that make it all possible.

Now that the atmosphere has been set, it's time
to leck at the results. The podium ploces and
highlights of the 2025 IHAA World Championshipa
can be found on the fol Imuing poges.
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Siem Budding crowned World Champion

Spotlight on the World Champion
When we ask Siem Budding about the moment he realised he had become
Weorld Champion, his foce lights up ||1'|'11:_=-:_i||:_:|r&|:,-

ERNATIONAL HORSEBACK ARCHERY
“it was such an incredible moment,” he recalls. “If's something I've been
warking towards since the WEry EJJ_—&L:-nrllng af iy COrSer st bafore the
prize-giving ceremony | refreshed the IHAA.eu page — ond there it was. |

was the world champion. That feeling is something I'l never forget.”

At just 21 years old, Siem's victory in Tennessee morked the culmination of
years of focus, fraining, and perseverance, Competing on CHA Chilled
Gold, ke showed precision, calmness, and partnermship af tha b -e_'||'|n- ot level —
proof that dedication and teamwork between rider and horse remain the
faundation of this sport

Alongside his world title, Siem also set a new world record on the Tower!1D
track = achieving the first otficial HAK score ever recorded on that course,
“That was really the icing on the cake,” he says proudly.

Honouring Silver & Bronze

Omar El Farceq Putra Alleut delivered a sfrong performance on Blue Horse
and claimed the reserve-champion status for Indonesia. Meanwhile,
Raophaoel Malet guided DHMA Lody GA Llynx fo o consisfent and
commendable third ploce for France. Together these three form a genuinely
international podium, showcasing the fierce competition and global nature

of horseback archery.

Omar El Faroog Putro Alleut Raphael Malet (Fran
I

(Indonesia) on Blue Horse DHMA Lady GA

& Jouke Bosrma & Greg Chung & Jouke Bosrma
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Team France: back-to-back World Champions

For the second consecutive championship,
Team France stood on top of the padum,
confirming their status as one of the most
consistent and skilled notions in homebock
archery Thair taomwork.  and
composure under pressure once again proved

precisian,
unbeatable,

The trio = Chloé Simons, Gaétan Blot, and
Huphun| Malet — showed the pn'{ucf rriie af
excellence and unity, delivering
confident, high-level performances across all

individwa

focus and seamless

reflected bath

trocks, Ther calm
Trans T eans I'l‘-l“."1'\-.l'|l"'E1EI'"l LS

enperience and trust,

powerful
sha gl |

Team Indonesia delivered o
i.‘.hl:l”l'.-l'lEﬂ' 'I*"nughnuf ths W
Epﬂﬁ'd. DLCRIrCY, '?.-"'ld TEmDTTquB‘ CG”E-E"’E‘ni}'
on demanding courses. Ther collective
anargy and team spirit made them one of the

most exciting teams to watch

Team Poland completed the podium with a
focused ond determined performoance,
@aming o well-deserved bronze medal after a

week of steady, well-executed runs,

This yaars team event once again Hig hI'El hitad
what makes horseback archery so special:
nations with their own styles ond strengthas,
united through respect for the home,
precision, and teamwork — o true celebration
af intemational '.pl:‘:urf.-.r"uunnhlp and shared

passion

France - World Champion Team
Chlosé Simons [DHMA Prince)
Godétan Blet [Lightning)

Rophoel Malet |{DHMA Lagy GA Lynx)

Indonesia - Reserve World Champion Team
Azral Mardin [Rory)

Kaisar Akhtar [Blue Horse)

Omar El Faroog Putra Alleut (Blue Horse)

Paland - 3rd Placed Team

Hatalia Koprowska (Badgers Lil Baron GG}
Sebosfian Prokop [DHMA Jock)

Wajtek Osiecki [Cowboy)

o i,

i
#

I}hr B ooke Boarma
___e
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Rising stars and seasoned legends

From juniors to masters, riders of all generations delivered cutstanding performances throughout the week in
Tennessee. Each category reflected the depth of talent and dedication within the horseback archery community —
from young othletes making their debut on the world stoge o experienced archers proving that passion and
precision know no age kmit.

Junior Champions (-17 years)

Chloe Simons (France) - DHMA Prince
i Cesar Vassallucei (France) - DHMA Nacci
¥ Kaisar Akhtar (Indonesia) - Blue Hore

Young Rider Champions (18-21 years)

¥ Siem Budding (Nethedands) - CHA Chilled Gold

i Omar El Farcog Putra Alleut (Indonesia) - Blue Horse
¥ Raphael Malet [France) - DHMA Lady GA Lynx

Senior Champions (22-49 years)

¥ Notalio Koprowska (Poland) - Badgers Lil Baron GG

4 Abzal _LJI':fb}E'L:ﬂ'-' |:'=fl sakhstan) - DHMA Bar Frackle Chick
% Richard Addison (United Kingdom) - DHMA Cletus

Masters Champions (50 years +|

¥ Lukas Novetny (USA) - Cowboy

¥ Woijtek Osiecki [Poland) - Cowboy
¥ Kether Van Prehn (Brazil) - Lightning

© Pictures on this page from Jouke Boerma & Grug Chung
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European Grand Prix Series 2025

Group A kicks off in Kayseri, Turkey

The 2025 European Grand Prix Series (Group A) opened in the heart of Anatolia, with
Stage | in Kayseri, Turkey, beautifully organized by Emrah Kog. Riders from Fronce, Turkey,
Finland, Switzerland, and Polond gothered in an unforgettable setting — o meadow
bursting with spring flowers beneath snow-capped mountaine. The event blended warm
hospitality, vibrant energy, and top-level competition, with France claiming victory ahead
ot Turkey, Finland, Switzerland, and Poland.

The venus impressed everyone with s modern design, spacious focilities, ond
breathtaking surroundings. Between runs, riders reloxed under the thatched pergola, E*® lummaa (FI} & Afeg
ﬂn.ﬂ':,ling |-:_:|i._-.n:.|| tr@eats ﬂﬂn:l Turtisl‘: SE Sheam — a '_.I'I'I_'II |:_:luF r1'||:rrr|-:_:|r|_1|:||r_r ril;r1|_1| +|'|-:_1' l—uudg

the event teel special.

One of the riders, Jenni Tommila fram Finland, shared her experience:
*Participating in the GP competition in Kayseri, organized by Emrah Kog, was an

;
The wvenuse wos fop notch=modern, spocious, and

ur'F-urE;:r”uI":-'n exXperience
athlete-friendly—with stunning londscapes oll oround. The local food was
delicious, and enjoying ice cream under the thatch-roof pergola waos the

=1 L '-l:.ln;.'f way ta :gr_:ll' n:!“'-

What .l.ﬂlprn::ﬂ-r_f me mosf were the horses—nof Justf Fu:.'_ bt '.-'-m'll-f.l:r:nud i B

odjustable speeds, making the competition even more dynamic. | competed with

aweet litile Uduz, o sensitive partner who taught me so0 much. We were o B N

) ) Rophosel Malet [FE] &
pertect mafeh, and 'm l:;-'r_rfu:':m' fo the organizers far that, All the tracks were
fun, but the hunt frock—one of the first in Turkey=sfood ouf. With itz bwists and

turns, it was both challenging and exciting. € Mustato Aksebzec

It wos on experience that truly coptured the spirit of HBA—overcoming
4'.'.'1r_1|'|'H|‘|£r-&5. S.Flr.l.".'."lg ﬂr.llrdr?u."rlﬂ-.".lllllﬂr.: momants, -ﬂrrlll_'lru-'_"lrrg ud'vﬂn.“u‘ru r_1r:~r_1'

feeling the strength of a supporfive community, where tradition meefts modem

sport.” f/ STAGE1

LL -
Her words capture the spirit of the Grond Prix perfectly — a blend of challenge, ‘ l TURKIYE
adventure, and eommunity.




European Grand Prix Series 2025

Group A continues in Visp, Switzerland

After the vibrant start in Turkey, the second stage of the European Grand Prix
Seres 2025 (Group A) brought riders to Visp, Switzerdand, ot the baginning
of October. Teams from Finland, France, Turkey, and Switzerand gathered
once again — surounded by Alpine peaks, golden autumn light, and three
days of perfect weather. Unforfunately, Poland wos unable to attend this
stage, but the spirt of competition remained high.

The event oftered a mix of precision and excitement, with results shiffing until
the final day. Andri Marugg opened strongly in Tower 90 with 154.155 points,
while young Enzo Coli Jun Ong impressed in Raid 234, narrowly cheod of
Eelis Lummoa from Finland. The tension built until the closing hunt frock,
where Samuel Gugolz delivered a powerful final run — finishing nearly 50
points ahead of the runner-up ond securing the overall victory for
Switzerland.

“With good weofher, great energy, aond falenfed archers and homes, the
rankings stoyed exciting untl the very end Somuels incredible hunt
confirmed Switzerand's win ond brought the Grond Prix sfondings fo life for
20257 — Caline Cosutt

The Visp stage coptured the best of the Ewopean Grand Prix spirit — streng
performances, mutual support, and the thrill of world-class horseback archery
in @ stunning mountain setting.

A warm thonk-you goes fo Gebirgsreiter tor hosting and judging this
memarable event

fsmoil Asilar |Tirkiye | & Valsause
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Place Country 1-Th 1-R% 1-HT% 2-TY% 2 - R'% 2 - HT%: Total %

1 Bwitzerland B30 83 .85 62.28 100.00 100.00 100.00 54891
F Tusrlowy #5.40 79.22 100,00 9519 9382 TG.BS 540,58
3 | Finland B0.TO 9285 B3.T8 85 B8 B4.10 44 81 45187
d France 100.00 100.00 8285 87.58 80, 56 4 81 425 90
5 Poland 58 88 81.38 50.16 0.00 0.00 0.00 190.42
Above

Cwarall results of eGP
2025 tor Group A

naticns

Right: The podium for
final eGP plocings at
thie conculsion af stage

2 im Switzerdand

E'EIEW Hruu-duwn L'l{
feam scares frorm
!':.'Ingn-. | & 2. with eTe]

team scores highlighted

Place Country Toweer ‘B0 Tower 5% Raw 234 Raid % Huirl track HT % Total %
' | France 331 77 100.00 281.9 100.00 178.80 83 282 95
1] 2 Turkey 316 52 o5 223 32 70 21555 100.00 274 62
{ 3 Furlard 28753 BO. "0 282 02 2 g5 18055 BEl. 78 25741
s 4 Switzerland 308 57 93,01 263.90 93,85 134.20 62.28 24891
5 | Potand 18534 58.88 22041 | 8138 108.13 5016 | 19042
Place |Country Tower90 | Tower® | Raid234 | Raid% | Hunttrack | HT % Total %
o~ | Switzerland 368 50 100.00 303 30 100.00 31490 100.00 300
5 2 Turkey 350 B5 a5 284 8T 3 82 24205 | 76.85 265 05
{ 3 Funlanad 242 TH [.LN. ] 255 a7 B0 14078 a5 104 47
5 4 Frai @ 248 13 8r.5e 244 33 B1 15.14 4 81 152 894
5 Poland 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 | 000 0.00

TEAM LISTS

Switzerland: Andri Marugg, Roger Ittig, Samuel Gugolz, Céline Casutt

Turkey: Veysel Batuhan Bay, Yigit Kerem Kekeg, [smail Asiler

Finland: Anna Minkkinen, Eelis Lummaa, Jenni Tommila, Reope Malinen, Eevi Saarelainen

France: Cesar Vaossallucci, Chlog Simons, Raphael Malet, Enzo Coli Jun Ong, Eva Coli Jun Ong, Laurie Picaronny
Poland: Adrion Mowicki , Aleksondra Patosz,

i ]
Maoteusz S:].-m-uﬂr.l:l - 'i_._-‘['.-.A Tt

F i
k fﬂﬂ \o 1_& f%hm‘f‘ﬂh a



REGIONAL UPDATE
- THE AMERICAS

Brazil

At COBExpo 2025, Latin America’s largest sports fair, held in September and organized by the Brazilian
Olympic Committee in Sao Poulo, the Brazilion Mounted Archery Association [AMB) introduced the practice
of horseback archery to over 400 participants across five days. With pretty much every national sport
federation present and an oudience of 90,000 visitors, the event was a great opportunity to showcase our
sport and strengthen ties with the Clympic Committee, fostering future collaboration and recognition for

horseback archery

Mexico

Nearly 0% of all riders in Mexico are Junior Riders, making HBA truly o
}'nui‘l": 1|'_11:r-rr. and with sa 718 Firy live-streamed svents in 2025 @nRcouraging
(k] '3” we are Clﬂﬁlng Hirve yeaar 'l'i'|1'|'| QU more UUVUHCE‘E' rgars making
Fl"ﬂErE-!nE- i thalr canter attemprs.

Fall has brought not only a change in weather but Student | grodes for
bath Manuel Aguillon and Dayle Gonzalez.

As our sport captures hearts, we hove
seen HBA participants  in Mexico
increasingly showcasing it in both publie
and private events, from the XV Century
sshibition hosted by Academia Ecuestre
lzathi to exchanging o Quinceafiera waltz
tor @ Quinceofera horseback archery
exhibition I:|::|r|:-|'_'--:‘||'_'l|'r a Flr!‘.1?:l. Mexican
horseback archers are just getting started
and we couldn’'t be happier.




REGIONAL UPDATE
- EUROPE

The focus here is often on big competitions but the stories at home
are just as important. We hear that 2 little girls in Belgium have been

gnjoying the WalkTrat pnﬁr-:|| matchas, and what a lot of progress in
one year! They both entered the Turret Postal Movember 2024 and
again in October 2025, Eléa Devrise (& years old) went from 2 points
to 1B points, Mell Brasseur [7 years old) from 5 points fo 43 |'..1I'_'l|rl1:‘.I

Wow, wall I'.‘I'i.i-l"ltll g|r|5 -
great work ond such o

lovely partnership  with
Catherine Saublens’ ponies

Merlin and Caromel. The 10™ anniversary edition of

Alan le Gall's Gouchoux Open
welcomed 77 riders to central
France in laote August

As normal the 2% and 3°

compeatitions Were HBAE
events with Rald, Tower and

Ancther great competition was held in
Hunmt trocks sultable for the

Pomaz, Hungary in July. Christeph
expertise of the competitors.

The 4% event wos something
new, and quite memorable.
Billed the Hunt Track World

Cup it included three different

Nemathy hos become known for the quality
of the livestream coverage from his
competitions and this was no exception.
Multiple comera angles, drone footage,
plus engoging commentary, live scoring

and pre-prepared footage of athletes that hunt tracks: technical,

teatured in the finals plus live interviews as classical and freestyle, over 3
those riders finished the HT!

[R] Overall winner - Siem Budding & Omir

n:In:.-'r._ befors i:nr'|:|u-:||n5 with

a Skirmish track final.

C Nemethy Academy

This summar saw the second adition of the
UK 4 Nations competition, with live stages
in Wales, Scotland and England running
alongside a postal competition to enable
everyone fo access the competifion

Individual trophies were awarded ftor the

f #ach aven! as WI‘I‘II = b ﬂ'-l'l'l'r:ll'l;,:l"l'l

WIRnEr o
collecting points fowards  national
placings. After the live stoges Teom

M . England waos just ahead of Ireland. The
o [ .

postal match results then extended
Lizzie Bannett & i:|l..lrr|; Ehg'dr‘ud.: lsad Eqphngl Malet & Bitano,

(iHBA trophy) 4* winners

B Helan Barne
© Lise Vassallucai




REGIONAL UPDATE

- AFRICA

South Africa
The compefitive season came to an end with the MAASA National
Championships 2025 at the start of Cctobaer,

Archers travelled from as far as the Eostern Cape and KIN to

pnrriclpnrl irn thisa prn':.1' gious avient,
held ot the top Mounted Archery
Track in South Africa, Botha Wil

Stalle close to Onderstepoort

For the first time in 4 years a new Bgrpt's fint thres MAA
I

Seni MWt | h i 8
e ro Champlon  wa Level 1 judges recently

crowned. Congratulations to Mama
Wium = SHE Mational ':l'umplun and
Talitha Schoeman - Junior National
Champion, both members of Phoenix
Horseback Archery Club

became qualified

Congratulations to Ms
Marwa Hegazi, Ms. Doaoa
Zaki ond Ms. MNourhan

Abdel Baki.

FYW REGIONAL UPDATE
@ - AUSTRALIA & NZ

At the end of October Australia held the Australion Open,
hosted by the riding school Riding With Sticks. This competition
was a join venture between Riding With Sticks and the Australian
Horse Archery Association to run o competition Open to anyone
It had a particular focus on Novice classes in walk and trot, but
wils afill rum a8 an RFAR ':nmpahh-:ln I:nl 1'|‘1El an'ur E'ldurr..

Coempetitors enjoyed the Turret or Tower and Raid Triple or Raid
234 depending on fthaeir pace, bafare finishing with a fontastic
Hunt Track. Rodney Deaman took out the Champion Canter Title

with a margin of less then three points in a very tight competition




The Indonesia Egquestrian Archery (IEA) held the

Indonesian Santri Day ([Student Day] competition,
competing tor the Minister of the Republic of Indonesia

Cup. The competition was opened by the Minister, Prof
Dr. K.H. Masarudin Umar, M_A., and the Chairman ot KONI
[Indonesian Mational Sports Committes), Lieutenant
General [Ret,) Marciano Narman,

The competition featured the Tower ¥0 and Tabla
Skirmish Mix events, involving 34 riders, 18 schools, and 11
provinces. Rayyan Abdulkarim achieved a score of
1&0.211 in the Tower P0 event.

In October o 3-day clinic was organiserd
by Chand Bagh Equestrian Cenitré and
Mariners Soddle Club in Pokistan. 22 riders
studied with Christoph Nemathy.

In Daegu, South Korea the 2025 Kerea Masengmuye
Championship, #th Dasgaya International Horsebock
Archery Champs and 7th Doegaya Sports Driving
Champs were held in late October.

1%0 |:.|1|'| ates 'Frgm El-lg'ﬂ couniries iminau:.l h;hgqr"lqr Ty
competition, cheered on by over 500 spectators

This =1 LA A |:|_ (=[] Mamanah Berkuda .l'q'.l::||1:r:.'-||:l:l hies
reignited its commitment to nurfuring tfalent through the
continuation of the Interclub Challenge program. &0 riders
took part, both juniors and seniors, from clubs across Malaysia
In October LMBM hosted an IHAA Judge Course in Borneo.
Participants underwent rigorous theoretical lessons, practical
training and examinations, culminating in the cerfification of
20 new |HAA Level 1 Judges.




Have you ever considered being more involved in horseback archery behind the scenes?

The IHAA, and the provisions you enjoy, only exist becouse of the work of o team of volunteers.
We are |r.'pr.'-h|r'|g for assistance W th Lﬂnping the wabsite ur.a-durﬂ-d I::f-uu would need o understand
basic HTML code) and will have a vacancy tor a 3y term as Secretary from lonuary. It you have
any questions obout these specific joba or wish to volunteer your services please get in touch by
amalil [horsebackarchery.infosgmail. com)

If there (3 ancther orea that you are possionate about, where you feel your enthusiosm and skills
could assist the IHAA, please reach out to us and share your propasal for how you would like to

be invalved.,

The IHAA is built en the enthusiaoem and contributions of people like youl




Fedre INTERVIEW

SIEM BUDDING

We've been keen to interview Liz Tinnan for
some time... Consistently in the world top-20
and top ranked athlete from the Americas,
since the launch of the IHAA's Weorld Ranking.
A tireless educater who travels all over USA
te deliver clinics, and to judge competitions.
Constantly working hard behind the scenes,
boeth natienally and for the IHAA.

What drives Liz and where does she get all of
her energy from!?

-4, o fhe pao | don t . palr] |

Q55U me are we TEW atter e i O
i i T T, | 8L | ] B
ourself?

Wall, | would tell them that | am here for the love
of horses and the sport, just like everyone elie
mounted archery

| wear many hats in the

community - competitor, Instructor, President of
Mounted Archery Association of the Americas,
IHAA BOD member and USA Rep, Judges Panel....
but the mest important job | have is sharing the
love of mounted archery with others. In this, | find
purpose and fulfilment. | enjoy competing, but
moatly 80 | can continue Improving myaslf, and |
have o great excuse fo travel ond see all of my
friends

How did you get into horseback archery?

Around 2014, a few women at a barn | worked af
took @ mounted archery clinic and then tald me
about it. A club was formed at that bam and |
guickly became hooked. In 2015, | started my club
Chattahoochee Horse Archers while laid up with
a broken leg. A perfect time to start mounted
archery club, right? | began teaching simple
beginner classes in order to grow my club. One
thing lead to another, and teaching mounted
archery went from a new found hobby fo o full

blown career.

INTERVIEWS ELIZTABETH GONIALEZ TINNAN

what ways has this sport chanasd yvour life]
I've contemplated how to answer this and have
decided to be a little vulnerable

Mot many know this, but | had quite a rough
childhood and did not grow up with harses or
begin riding until | had a drivers license. As o
ehild, | moved from home to home. My father left
when | was very young and my mother gave my
sister and | up when | was around 8 years old. Life
after that was unstoble and at fimes quite
troumatic. Horses comforted me in my thoughts
and dreams. Little did | know, one day they would
bBecoma iy ranlnr:.r

| began working ot a boarding stable after | got
my license at 14 years ald. | worked to be able fo
ride the horses. This eventually became a paid
position. During my time at this stable, | was
niroduced to and fell in love with mounted
archery. | began practicing in 2014, then started
2016 when |
Chattahooches Horse Archers. Over the last 10+

teaching in created my club,
years, | have built o successful business teaching
mounted archery lessons and clinics, travelled the
United Stotes whera | have introduced hundreds
of new mounted archers to the sport every year. |
have helped others start their own clubs and
training facilities, and trained many judges and
aorganizers to run successful competitions

Mounted archery altered the course of my life In
more than one way. The people and cpportunities
t has breught my way have shaped who | am a3 a

horseaman and as a human bw#ing

2 Alexandra Taylor




You are a very influential person in the gronw th of
the SEOrT the LIS what ao e lt think waos the
kig qest

..'t|||' i tha '||'|'-.-.‘|'. Yol have

BEXparenced '-"

| think we are just beginning. This is just the tip of
the iceberg.

Hosting the World Champienships has opened
more doors and increased visibility for the sport
within the United S5tates. Advertising through
social media, radie and television allowed us to
reach over 40,000 people, bringing in spectators
from around the country. | have received multiple

calls and emails from prospective students since.

| look forward to the continued growth in the
United States

2 Alexandra Taylar

To others

wanting fo grow the sport in their own
country do you have any advice?

l. Focus on the beginners.

Without bringing in and nurturing the beginners,
we have no feundation for the future. Though the
IHAA mission is competition focused, | believe in
emphasizing and supporting those who
participate as o leisure sport or hobby as well.
These pecple help fund the sport, share their
experiences with other potential mounted
archers, ond could be future world champions.

Who knows?

2. Focus on horsemanship.

Te me, horses are the single most impertant part
of the puzzle. A well trained and happy archery
horse can make the difference in, not only your
scores, but your safety and the safety of cthers
as well. Forget the idea that o horse is just a
vehicle. |f you treat your horse as the partner they
can be, it is amazing what can be accomplished,

% Horse owners who are willing te share their
mounts are paramount te the success of this
sport. We need to treat their horses well and
show gratitude for the the risk they are taking by
trusting you with their partners. Ask questions on
how you can better partner with their horse, help
take care of the horse, make sure to help offer
food and water when ovoilable. People who treat
my horses with respect and kindness are always
welcome back to ride them again.



There were and are so many emotions that come
with organizing, hosting and competing in the
WC., It was ﬂ!EI‘I‘InE. n'ﬂpnwnring, n-.-n-rwhn-|rn|ng
at times, and incredibly exhausting, but so very
worth i,

After almost a year of preparation and months of
very little sleep, virtually no time for personal
training, | couldn’'t have been happler with how it
turned out. Of
improvements to be mode, and so many lesson

course, there are always

ware learned, |t will anly get better from here

yeen quite a few surprising things no one saw

1ing, For good and bad

The most incredible surprise was seeing how many
horse owners stepped forward offering te share
such wonderful horses, and how an army of
volunteers showed up from all over the country.
We had such an incredible team of people who
truly wished to see the event be o success.
Without the

sach and every person who stepped up to the

dedication and determination of

plate, we couldn't have pulled it off.

Tragedy struck the mounted archery community in
an unrelated accident, leaving o dear friend
without her husband and many mourning the loss
of our dear friend. This is a surprise no one is
prepared to face, but our community rallied
together showing resilience and determination. It
was incredible te witness the courage and
compassion it took to move forward.

Liz & Banjo
2 Dawn Martinez

| want my horses to want to do the things | ask

them fo do. | try to keep my requests very clear so
that it is e0ay tor theam to undertand what | want
and keep my training sessions guite short, never
drilling the same thing over and over

When training a horse for speed raonge on the
track, it is important to keep things very blaock
and white. | only ask my horses for speed with a
very specific cue, Once they pass the start timer,
| will not ask for a change in speed. When | want
them to run slower, | bring them in to the track In
a very different way. This helps them to know
what is coming next and reduces track anxiety

If | train using fast speeds on the track, | always
finish by asking for slow speeds. | want a horse
that is responsive to my cues, not reactive

There is so much that goes in to training and
partnering with a great horse, but | hope these
little tips halp




compatitor What would v ..:_:‘_‘.-

Don't lose sight of why you started in the first
plni:n- Be competitive and chose those scores,
but allow yourself to have fun in the process. We
are aften too focuzed on the destination that we

fqrgg’r to enjoy the journey

Find out more:

Competitions
Training opportunities
and Clinics
with Elizabeth

Every day, every

exp@rience I8 an |:|F||:||:h||‘l_|n|':.r o r.hnpn a baetter

The answer is all aof |4

future for yourself

The day | decided this is what | wanted to do Is
the day | took life by the reins, never looking
back. It sounds like a corny line from a meme, but
ts true, Never in my wildest dreams could | have
magined | would be doing what | am deing right

oW,

“This sport has helped me realize s0 many
dreams | wouldn't have otherwise and | am
eternally grateful for the friendship and sense
of family it has brought in to my life.”

Ihank you Liz, ter chatting to us, and for all you

Subscribe to
IHAA Review

Sign up here, to receive
the Newsletter by email.
Free of charge.
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STRAIGHT FROM THE
HORSE'S MOUTH ...

RORY THE MULE:

THE MAGICAL PARTNER BEHIND

When nearly sixty competitors and 1‘|'||'r:.r-{|'.'|:r
horses gothered at Rising Glory Farm in
Lewisburg, Tennessee, for the 2025 IHAA World
Harsebaak ﬂ.rcl‘qr',.' ':hnmpinn'.hlp"._, oné egquine
athlete stood out - not for her size or speed, but
for her long ears and steady heart.

Har noame was Raory, a 2l-year ald mule ownaed h:,r
Heather Lomax of Hidden Creek Ranch, and she
carried Indonesia’s Azral Mardin to o podium
Flﬂi5|‘| =1y ‘ll'\-q Hurmt fn_'n;l:

The Only Mule in the Fiald

Rory's presence af the World Championships
drew immediate attention. As the only mule in
rI-n compeatition, r.|'1||;l E-la-l:_:-u:mﬂ h-.:;rl-. [ |:l.|ri-:_:|5|':|r
and a crowd favarife,

“The Indonesian team hod never met - or p-:-.*..'.lhhr
even heard of - a mule,” Heather recalls. “They
told me that in their country, donkeys just live
wild and aren't used far ur':,l1|'|rE| When Azral
trialled Rory, the whale team fell in love with her.
He tried o few other horses, but came right back
to Rory. The spectators and riders all seemed
enamored with her.”

Her calm composure, quick mind, and signature

“Hoppy happy ears” made her impossible not to
R L= [=1-]

by Katy Barrett-Alley

INDONESIA'S SILVER RIDE

Mule Magic and Mindfulness

To these who know Rory, her success came as no
surprise. "She's a maogical creature,” Heather
SOys. "Har in‘l'n”isnni:n miaans ker ridar |'||:|5 to
appreciofe and respect her for that magic. If you
don't, she'll just guietly leave you in the woods
and head home.”

That steadfast independence is part of what
mokes Rory so special - and what makes earning
her trust such o triumph. “If Rory likes you, she’ll
do absolutely anything for you. And she did.”

Fnr h,‘.’rnl Mnrdll‘ll wl'lﬂiﬂ +ﬂﬂ|'|'| hﬂd M@ywEEr hn{-\:lrn
ridden a Hunt frock, that bond formed almost
instantly. “Azral hod such o beautiful, kind
pnrinnrnh-p with |'|-nr_" Hl;n:|1|'l|;|-r r.nl-:_{. '51-.- |-:|l:_:|5n- [=14]
the reins, gently guiding her through the course.
she gove him her all because of his kindness.”
Their connection |'lEr|de secure Indonesia a silver
medal, an achievement Heather still speaks about
with pride. "l now refer to her in my barn o8 o
World Championship silver medallist,” she said
“She worked so hord and stayed so consistent -
but mest of all, she did it joyfully. She's world-
famous now,”

A Legacy in the Arena

Rory's story didn't begin in Lewisburg. Long
before Heather became her E||.|I:|r|:|||:|n. Rory had
already made her mark in mounted archery.
“She’s been doing this sport much longer than me
- maybe ten years or more,” Heather explained. "I
took her in when her former home wasn't riding
her much, and they wanted her to stay In the
sport. I've been her guardian for three years now,
and she's become an ireplaceable part of my
FTDETU'TI."

With that role comes a bit of ritual. “Everyone
who rides her must thank her for what she's about
“She's bold,

beautiful, and magical. If you acknowledge that,

to do for them,” Heother said

she'll guide you on your journey. If you don't -
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wall, you won't be catching her. Those are her
rulés, and we nh|igu al

Rory, in Heather's eyes, is o living reminder of
what every horse - or mule - deserves: respect,
partnership, and gratitude

Preparatien and Polse

F"rnpuring for o world chnmplonghlp iz no small
feat, especially for an equine athlete who
dislikes travel. “The hardest part for her was the
journey,” Heather odmitted. "She stresses the
most out of my herd., I've leamed to feed her
soaked feed on the trailer and always stable her
between two friends.”

Otherwise, Rory’'s conditioning
business as wsual

routing was
steady work, lessons, and
keeping her fit without pushing toe hard. Her
consistency, abter all, is her greotest asset,
“She’s sofe, sane, and solid,” Heather said.
“NMovice canter riders can easily learn to shoot
frem her, ond advanced riders can ask for even
more. She’s the most uncomplicated mule I've
s mﬂr.*

That steady nature carried her through the
excitement of Lewisburg’s bustling championship
atmosphere. “She handled it like any other day,”
Heather said proudly.

A Glebal Partnership

For Heather, watching her mule compete under
an Iinternational rider brought o flood of
emotions, “Proud, nervous, protective,” she said,
“it's an honour to provide a horse or mule for
anather rider, but at the end of the day these
souls are my partners and co-workers. One event
is never more important than their emotional
wnll-bulng "

When Rory trotted off the track, ears forward
ond calm as ever, Heather knew she hod done
more than just compete - she had built a bridge
befween culfures, disciplines, anad species.

Healing Through the Journey
Beyond medals and ribbons, Rory's greatest gift
may be the healing she brings to those around

her. “She's helped so many,” Heather reflected.

“Last year, | lost my young heart horse during a
trip fo a tournament. Rory was with me, and she
wWias 50 dlsupp{:-in‘led in me. In my gn&f, | wasn't
sure | wonted her In my life anymore. But this
event healed thot. Her strength helped me find
my way back. My love for her iz greater than
avar.

It's this emotional depth - the quiet wisdom of o
mule who knows more than she lets on - that
makes Rory beloved throughout the mounted
archery world.

Advice and the Road Ahead

Heather encourages other riders to explore the
sport with mules of their own, “Deo it!" she said
*Have fun with your chosen eguid pariner. This
sport is so approachaoble ftor every breed or
discipline.”

As tor Rory's tuture, Heather's hopes are simple.
“That she remains happy,” she said. "That's all
she owes anyone,”

Rory's story embodies the spirit of the IHAA World

Chompionships: partnership ocross borders,
respect tor the horse - or mule - beneath us, and
the magic that hoppens when kindness meets
courage.

This year, one mule reminded the world that
greatness isn't measured by pedigree or size but
by heart, patience, and a pair of tloppy ears that

carried a team fo glory



